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FLOW  OF  THE  PRESENTATION

1. INTRODUCTION

2. IMPACT

- LEGISLATIVE FUNCTION

- OVERSIGHT FUNCTION

- BUDGET ALLOCATION & DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT- BUDGET ALLOCATION & DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT

3. PARTY LIST AS POLITICAL PARTY 

- ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY, FINANCES, ETC.
4. PARTY LIST ISSUES/ CONUNDRUM

5. CHALLENGES TO THE PARTY LIST/PARTY LIST LAW



Table 1. Party List Seats and Representatives from 1998 to 2007

1998 2001 2004 2007

13
(14 representatives) 

12 
(20 representatives)

16
(24 representatives)

No final canvass (as of this writing, 
August 2007)        
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Source of Data : AC Nielsen, 2007; data put together by Pera’t Pulitika (PAP), Philippines 2007.



Figure 1. Placement of Political Ad Spending

PLACEMENT OF POLITICAL AD SPENDING

29%
TV

PRINT

RADIO

66%5%

Source : Pera’t Pulitika Report, unpublished document, 2007.
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Source: AC Nielsen, 2007; data analyzed and put together by Pera’t Pulitika, Unpublished document 2007.



THE PARTY LIST CONUNDRUM

1. THE PHILIPPINE CONSTITUTION

- PARTY LIST AS CORRECTIVE MECHANISM OF 
REPRESENTATION THROUGH A NON-TRADITIONAL SYSTEM 
OF ELECTION

- AS SOCIAL JUSTICE MECHANISM (20% OF TOTAL SEATS 
IN THE HOUSE)

- UNDERREPRESENTED & MARGINALIZED SHOULD BE 
ALLOCATED SEATS (BY ADJUSTMENT IN STARTING 
POSITION)

- EVENTUALLY, PARTY LIST ORGANIZATIONS GAIN 
STRENGTH & SHOULD BE ABLE TO COMPETE IN THE 
REGULAR POLITICAL CONTESTS

- CHALLENGE FOR PARTY LIST TO PREPARE FOR 
PARTICIPATION IN MAINSTREAM POLITICS



2. CONGRESS

-RA 7941 DEFINES PARTY (SECTORAL, POLITICAL, 
COALITION)

-DEFINES AN AMORPHOUS FORMULA FOR TRANSLATING 
VOTES RECEIVED TO CORRESPONDING NUMBER OF SEATS 
IN THE HOUSE : 2% THRESHOLD, 3 SEATS CAP

-DOES NOT ENSURE THAT THE 20% ALLOCATION IS -DOES NOT ENSURE THAT THE 20% ALLOCATION IS 
FULFILLED



3. SUPREME  COURT

-RECOGNIZES 2% THRESHOLD AND 3-SEAT CAP

-IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO FILL THE 20% ALLOCATION FOR 
SECTORAL REPRESENTATIVES

-SEATS IN PROPORTION TO HIGHEST RANKING PARTY -SEATS IN PROPORTION TO HIGHEST RANKING PARTY 
(PANGANIBAN FORMULA)



4. COMELEC

-FOLLOWS THE SUPREME COURT RULING

-APPLIES A LAX OR OPEN POLICY WITH REGARD TO PARTY 
LIST ACCREDITATION  ( PARTIES WEEDED OUT BY THE 
ELECTION PROCESS)



CHALLENGES  TO  THE  PARTY  LIST/ PARTY LIST LAW

1. PROPORTIONAL  REPRESENTATION

- EFFECTIVE TRANSLATION OF VOTES INTO SEATS EARNED

- INCLUSION AS INSTRUMENT FOR DEMOCRATIC 
CONSOLIDATION (CONSOLIDATION RATHER THAN 
FRAGMENTATION)

- EFFECTIVE PR SYSTEM THAT ENCOURAGES 
REPRESENTATION OF MINORITY PARTIES IN LEGISLATURE 
TO RESTRICT THE GROWTH OF “KINGDOMS” AND DYNASTY 
SYSTEM

* CAVEAT : EXTREMIST PARTIES (WHETHER LEFT OR RIGHT) 
– TO SABOTAGE DECISION MAKING IN THE LEGISLATURE 
AND FORCE COALITION NEGOTIATIONS INTO GRIDLOCK



- DEFINITION OF THRESHOLD 

- REMOVE 3-SEAT  CAP



2. PARTY LIST COUCHED AS PARTY

- CONSTITUENCY

-MEMBERS IDENTIFY THEIR REPRESENTATIVES (NOT SOME 
TOP LEVEL PARTY DECISION MAKING)

-ABILITY TO CONSOLIDATE THE ORGANIZATION (FINANCES, 
HEADQUARTERS, ABILITY TO PARTICIPATE IN AN ELECTORAL 
OR POLITICAL EXERCISE)OR POLITICAL EXERCISE)

-SYSTEM OF ACCOUNTABILITY OF REPRESENTATIVES AND OF 
THE PARTY


