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The Philippine PL System

• To provide the marginalized and under-
represented sectors an access to the 
House of Representatives

• To create a favorable climate for genuine • To create a favorable climate for genuine 
multi-party system

• To provide a better political environment



The Philippine PL System

• To provide an avenue for accountability
• To provide an avenue for advancing 

democracy and correcting the flaws of the 
existing systemexisting system



Historical Performance

1998 Elect ions 2001  Elect ions 2004  Elect ions  2007  Elect ions 

Winning PL
Contenders

10 13 16 14
Contenders

Losing PL
Contenders

112 149 50 79

To t a l
Con t ende rs

122 162 66 93



Historical Performance

• Enthusiasm to participate fell in 2004
– Supreme Court decided cases
– Invalidation of more than 8 million votes in 

20012001
– Disqualification of contenders

• Continuing failure to fill-up the required 
20% seats in the lower house



Historical Performance

Elect ion Year PL Reps

1998 12 24

% PL Seats 
Fi l led

1998 12 24
2001 20 38.5
2004 24 44.4
2007 19 34.5



2007 PL Elections

• Hello Garci! and vote-buying
• The alleged OEA memorandum

• increase of PL contenders
• decrease of progressive and Left-leaning PL votes• decrease of progressive and Left-leaning PL votes
• decrease of progressive PL and Left-leaning PL 

reps
• organizational/party splits

• Panganiban Formula



Problems

• Systemic
– 3-seat cap
– 2% threshold
– Panganiban Formula– Panganiban Formula



Problems

• Implementation-related
– Low awareness

– Poor turnout

– Lack of careful scrutiny of PL 
contenders and representatives
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Recommendations

• Short term: Implement the law
– Comelec to be transparent in processing PL 

candidacies
– Voters' education on PL to continue even after – Voters' education on PL to continue even after 

elections



Recommendations

• Long Term: Amendment of the PL Law
– Removal of the 3-seat cap
– Institution of a moving threshold
– Institution of punitive against those who make – Institution of punitive against those who make 

mockery of the system


